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Background 

Dickinson Bayou is listed on the 303(d) list for high lev-
els of bacteria and low levels of dissolved oxygen. The 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service (TALE) has been 
working with the Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partner-
ship for a number of years to address sources of pollu-
tion in the watershed. A draft watershed protection plan 
(WPP), bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), 
TMDL support document, and a TCEQ approved Bac-
teria Implementation Plan (I-Plan) have been created 
for the watershed. However, these do not meet the EPA 
criteria for an approved watershed-based plan (WBP). 
An approved WBP opens the door for many additional 
sources of funding for implementation efforts in the wa-
tershed. This project aims to use the existing docu-
ments as well as the existing watershed partnership 
structure to create a Bridge Document that will meet the 
EPA criteria and can be accepted by the EPA as a WBP.  

Project Description 

TALE will oversee this project working with the Texas 
Institute for Applied Environmental Research (TIAER) 
and the Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership to cre-
ate a Bridge Document for the Dickinson Bayou water-
shed. This project will use existing work including two 
documents created with stakeholder effort:  the draft 
WPP and the Bacteria I-Plan. It will also rely heavily on 
the bacteria TMDL and TMDL support document.  
 
The bridge document will present the analytical frame-
work used to evaluate water quality in the watershed 
and the plan-of-action developed to address bacteria 
impairments. Documentation of the selection of man-
agement practices will include an inventory of existing 
management practices, an evaluation of the effective-
ness of these practices, and an identification and prior-
itization of needs and opportunities to implement en-
hanced water quality management practices. The plan-
of-action will identify management measures, responsi-
ble parties, an implementation schedule, estimated 

costs, technical assistance needs, and the evaluation 
process.  

Current Status 

The second draft of the Bridge Document is under review 
by TCEQ.  

Public Participation  

Stakeholders will be involved through the Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership public meetings and topic 
specific workgroup meetings. A stakeholder meeting was 
held on March 3, 2016. Information about public meetings 
can be found at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. 
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For More Information 
TCEQ Project Manager 
Nicole Pearsall 
512.239.6609; nicole.pearsall@tceq.texas.gov 
 

      
 

 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Services  
Project Manager 
Charriss York 
281.694.5508, cyork@tamu.edu 
 
 

Project Highlights 

 07/2015 – Contract signed  

 12/2015 – Draft QAPP submitted  

 03/2016 – Stakeholder meeting was held 

 04/2016 – QAPP was approved 

 04/2016 – Dickinson Bayou Trash Bash was held, TALE used this opportunity to educate watershed residents 
on water quality. 

 06/2016 – A Dickinson Bayou Tree Seminar was held, TALE used this opportunity to educate watershed 
residents on the role of trees in improving water quality.    

 09/2016 – Public stakeholder meeting held in Dickinson 

 03/2017 – Public stakeholder meeting held in Dickinson 

 04/2017 – The Source and Source Reduction Report was approved by TCEQ 

 06/2017 – The Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership sponsored a cleanup site during the annual Trash 
Bash. 

 07/2017 – The first draft of the Bridge Document was submitted to and reviewed by TCEQ 

 08/2017 – Public stakeholder meeting held in Dickinson 

 08/2017 – The second draft of the Bridge Document was submitted to TCEQ 
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